PRACTICAL ENGLISH SERIES
facto laws, and laws impairing the obligation
of contracts, are contrary to the first prin-
ciples of sound legislation. The two former
are expressly prohibited by the declaration
prefixt to some of the State constitutions, and
all of them prohibited by the spirit and scope
of these fundamental charters. Our own ex-
periences have taught us, nevertheless, that
additional fences against these dangers ought
not to be omitted. Very properly, therefore,
have the convention added this constitutional
bulwark in favor of personal security and
private rights; and I am much deceived if
they have not in so doing as faithfully con-
sulted the genuine sentiments as the undoubt-
ed interests of their constituents. The sober
people of America are weary of the fluctuat-
ing policy which has directed the public coun-
cils. They have seen with regret and with
indignation that sudden changes and legisla-
tive interferences in cases affecting personal
rights become jobs in the hands of enter-
prising and influential speculators and snares
to the more industrious and less informed
part of the community. They have seen, too,
that one legislative interference is but the
link of a long chain.of repetitions; every
subsequent interference being naturally pro-
duced by the effects of the proceeding."
It has already been decided in this court
that a grant is a contract, within the meaning
of this provision; and that a grant by a State
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